
February １, 2023 

Dear Members 

Kutchan Tourism Association 

 

Partial Change of Operation Pattern of Hirafu Shuttle Loop Bus "RED LINE 

 

This year, the Hirafu Free Shuttle Bus has been used by a large number of visitors. 

However, the bus has become extremely crowded, especially in the early morning 

hours, and there have been cases where passengers have been unable to board the 

bus even after it has arrived. This is especially a problem in Hirafu Lower Village, at 

Red Line bus stops 4, 5, and 6, since the buses get full at stops 1-3.  During the 

extended schedule there are two buses operating on the Red Line, and starting 

February 4th one of the buses will start picking up riders from bus stop 4.  The other 

bus will continue to pick up riders from bus stop 1.  The goal is bring more fairness 

to riders in both Middle and Lower Hirafu.   

 

Description 

1. Outline of the bus stop pattern 

Rapid A" and "Rapid B" will be introduced during the early morning hours of Extended 

Schedule(*).  

(Stop Map) 

 
(Route Map) 

 
2. Operation times 

On the Extended Schedule(*), the early morning hours will be changed to "Rapid A" 

and "Rapid B," and each will operate alternately. (*Refer to the next section for the 

extended service days.) 



 

 
3. Start of operation 

From February 4 (Sat) to 26 (Sun), 11 days in total 

(The ☽ mark in the calendar indicates the Extended Schedule.) 

 


